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Uhon I piioned you yesterday an liour of a uootiA , reijaiiuxl. xliat aliould have tiirown you 
luto dilviiiij-lhowe t due out there*, 1 prosit quo ox lioavier tlian usual pxvocoupatiou for you. 

I*d ceiled ajc another inopportune tine after ^tting ami remain# "fhe AP .iorld" **o. 3* li/72 
(which iioosn* t any liow recent end doesn't contain an address). Your couduiiin# comment was 
a question, "how a1x>ut a hot-let ter" from ne. 

Gouor*illy 1 have earned ny reputation for .:uch letters. vihat ooeas to have been loot 
upon those to wiioia I've sent copies is that whether ny juifioiaont was la any ca;;o correct, 
each was deoi^jned for a purpose tliau, at tile time, I ielt lmd a prospect ol accompli i<liod. 

Jotac rmy well lie i vo be n doidmted bv a pas ion like an#or, but for t:»c most part I believe 
I won faiily often rijht in feelin# tiiat a moderate letter would be icpiored. .unon*; these 
arc a series to AP :nna#oaciit at the tine of the GavsGr- u oody pieces. If I do not and can't 
take credit for Gavsor's subsequent nupeidor in the case, lie and "‘oody both attended 

a alC press conference I i\ad to the appearance of Oswald in bow Orleans and ncdtlier wrote 
a nasty report. M ither p to the boat of ny knowlodfy , ever wrote a nasty thin# on the 
subject thereafter, either. AP did haw plrju. for £;ettin# that published an a book but 
that also didn't )iapp»n« 3t>, l'm not at all reluctant. 

However, with neither AP nor hob Johnson do I feel it voula do much ii any #ood* If 
you feel otherwise. I'll a#reo with you. Because 1 your note leaver) uncloor whether you 
want i.e to write t:ic letter or prepare you, suppose I write so; c tldnc you can use and if 
ou want ne to writo it, please a sec. to retype on plain paper, with uy return an ress, 

and sond to the addressee you have in uind in uy nano. Or back to uo for mo to do it, dating 
it 3-4 days in advance. 

rainor point I can't take ties to check, I an pretty our*.: the well-known AP corres- 
pondent's mm 10 is Jack ifci&Ll. Johnson consistently ocit:i tile "a", He covered tli- Hill 
when I worked there, I think. I know Jack Fischer, later with Harper 1 :-., did. i-aybo ooall 
was at otate. Anyway, I know him. do, with this enormous and entirely unjustified aelf- 
oraiso, you night want to us^* thi‘- minor tiling to collate a bit if I'm right. 

AP ' 3 supercaution is not new. When I did radio news w used t. eir wire only. It was 
so ultra-cautious I aiivd the Gliandi asraswinatian in Washington before anyone .lse. In 
fact, if it interests you to know a bit of uy ra<iio-nows past, I'll toll you tlie rest of 
that story, briefly# I wan a one-uan news operation. I got to the station before* tiie 
engineers und iiad our own copy reatiy for si t ;non. The flash on Giuaidi wan about 5 minutes 
box ore noustime. I' d just gtv» n the cixmouncer his copy when tbu bells rang. w*. hail 
one announcer, <ip - n c combo at th.it oarly hour. He wopt when ho road uy xirst lull uo.«scxu>t 
on it, by the way, and he read it cold. 3o, how does a anti-nan news staff do a job on an 
event iJLuost a;; far away as on*, can be that winds up in all tlie trade pi*ocs'i Jiuple. bo 
had an old national iiltO all-^uive r-^ceiver on the top floor. I plionod BX* and m<kod Uie 
frequencies mid iiours of tlieir newscasts, wrote t ea down, monitored then all, ami raised 
enough hell to intorruot syuplionieo when thi 7 live news woirontod it. fwixt and twoen X 
revrroto H3C 1 s stuff. r fhor». cane a point v/horo I had a real iro-x*ound with the than cliief 
axuiouncor, then no i.x>ro, lator a "reporter" with Uutual, tlu^n with UGIa, I tiiink. Vharles 
Warren, diuj/t lim*j tho quali*cy of the sdUpiol tliat came in from BBC a nu uiun t liavx? its 

quality Improved by the iupro vised patchcord perhaps 100 feet Ion*; that 1 oiied to reach 
tho control room/ " no\/s ' 1 studio* f 1 io sioual \to.3 poor but r adablo. i\nd w)i at din he want to 
cut off? liohru tellin.*; thi; people about th- event within a very short wldlo after it 
hap > ned, a couple* of Incurs, 1 {paces. Anyway, the nets were as 3 terilc as AP and it was 
a si iplf! rmtto?* to air the boot nows that day. I don't rf;nenber ho Ion it woo after its 
llasli tiiat AP put th.* bulletin on tho wire. Note the relevance in Jolinson' whole fiko 
structure in hi.* fal:^ clain to bfmtirw; UPI when AP di-±n't and couldn't, tlianks to tint 
whore i*orriiaan Why pn:-t nd? 

Outdated pilntox^-prosa pivjiidico a,^mist electronic zusm n*portlJk; is typiiied by tlio 
so^aitics to \Biich ^ob ^olinson resorts in his i '.erotricious "f'oo iXisy x'or fe^ro" (xhe 
World*; ;.0. p, 1372) to make a ao_i.es of false claiiuj for crt:dit to ;d'/ in its coverage of 
fcb: «Jfk os^aasimitio)!# 

"xliis wi. tiie first v/ord in mibliaiiablo fona tlmt - ruaidont konaedy iiad been shot." 
flie o phasis addresses tlu: prejudice. It underlines wiiat amounts to 4;libcrate lyinj. 
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•Johnson structures his piece to hide until after asking Ida false liouou-organ pIMm 
that bPl really boat aP with the news. He uses thia space to manufacture a fiction, the 
"publishable" nonsense. 

i/liat does h moan by "publinhablo"? 0;Jy the utterly unreal, that there was a paper 
with typo-set cing automatic from IP's wire itrus than just closing at 1209 Col’. 

jia lio and 'i’V are not "publishers" of tlio news? Of tours,. they ore, except t the 
hidebound wlio are looked into tlieir o n pa3ta and prejudices, iiost people, for l> tt r or 
for worse, /jet th- :lr new that way, as they did in 1963 and an they* most au:;ttt\.<lly do 
on that infamous -ovombor day wh n other r porters did bane-up jobs and wept as they did. 

no, is there anyone capable of reading tho nows who couldn't ad lib the few ndosing 
wortls in UPI's toccato flash? Or any newsman who couldn't have aired, as I'n sure many " 
din, before .if' a irjju enmo alive? 

Johnson dooau t even contest that UPI's wire luid "publioJiablo" copy in Iif^^^inition 
five minutes before a word cnccxioca: from AP. It said all tint could then be said with 
responsibility, tiiat allots had been fired at tlio President. it'.-, later flash, tired tho 
same admits on Af's first . says what AP then didn't, tlia the President was " seriously 
wounded 1 , adding "perhaps fatally", .io, wliero is tills big scoop Jolinoon claims? 

Ii thero is no justifying tho late ItorfcLrmn Ltd. this conduct in violating all po»:l 
ethics to mko it impossible for thu others to filo anything- on that radlphone (,AP 
wmm't tho oily victim), why prct.nd tiiat it was nonaiblu to bent bin? What is the need? 

Is iu not butt r, runlly, to use all these futile words in an effort to see that thorn io 
never u,;ain 3ucli a violation of all o tides rather tlian in vainglory? 

Ibis ci lilt Li. oil ogo drives “ohnaon to outright lios or confession of ignorance of tho 
story ho, personally, was responsible for at aP. a o also cl ■-.inn to liavu made a Inter 
invoatUsaUon, w.icli makes tlie error, lie or ego, less excusable, ne ss$ix of Ilto Altgea'a 
pictures, "Vhese wero tlie only professional pictures nude at tlie scene..'! 

one mi (.jit ,watulat'. tlmt tirst— ruto journalism lay in jotting tlioso infinitely rjoro 
uignificiint pictures not tai:en oy "prof cut. ionale" . ftoiru wore tinny. 

j-iIj.;; will uiuloubtedly be newa to nbC, LIfK,xjtx Six local fV stationn, 1 local papers 
and o tiiors uho undoubtedly consider their photographers "professional". 

i.ho sad tkrutli i j tiiat liurcau ^hiot ^ohiison. ox* th»i inorcLuttito o^o docon 1 1 laiov/ how iiany 
pictureo his turn undo. It is :om understandable tiiat, when he turned his film in, tlie 
jihotogrnpher himself forgot, fhero were many more titan tho tiireo to which Altgnnn tenti- 
tied before tho Warren Jot imiasion, tlie error mjieated by ‘'o'nnoon. 

All tills vaunting hides the "unprofesiionaiion" ot'jf'n losing tlio nost important of 
iiltgens nogutivos. It took a yoar of [nyj prodding Lby Harold W. isborg) before they actually 
located tJi^wrjjgiml negative, 'fids is one way of preserving historic joumalisn! 

Af ^ Hia more tluui report what it was told by official sources, cases do not cot* 
readily to uind. flint it performed its day-to-day work competently would 1 lardy seem to 
be the occusion for such ego-indulgence. i&pocially when so .any of tlie world's boat 
report era were in bnllaa and did do good work, did do what AP did not. 

A !iiu is not a pa nogync to UPI ( Whoso service we usej. t'iarrlmnn Hciith somehow managed 
to snaffle tho Pulizter with an oxotio combination of factual orror an., character flaw, do 
proud reporter can prnine or condone drdth'c work or behavior or the Pulitsor committee's 
judgoaant. uy point is not pertiamu It is professional.With Ltaith as with Johnson -mi .1-. 
one doeon t m revel in the ninimal ;xinomance of Ilia "professional" task. 

fluit, Ixjw ver, is not restricted to tlie alleged subj. ct of Johnnoa' • piece. It Includes 
tlda self-adulation, widch lias its own share of error, for example} 

LJock deaU's name ia nisopelled every one of the many tir .03 it _a ccationod.J 
"Oswald was quickly atiu-ted to Parkland LhoapitalJ." false. Hu lay th.:re bleeding to 
d.-ath while an ambulance woo coiaing altlioutji there wore police cars on tho spot. u. could 
nave boon a t th. hospital by th-- tiu.; the a. r .tbulanoo got tliere. One doctor ta-.tifii. it 
woulu liaveuade no difforouce, that Oswald would have died had he been alnt in th. a-erg r.cy 
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room. To so grossly misrepresent tiiat "Oswald was quickly started" is bad reporting at 
boot, contomporanooun ox* e:c poste facto, Thus Johnson boasts of tho contemporaneous 
r porting over wliicn lie presided that ho end Ida people were "ini icraed" ±u wliut .he des - 
cxibon a 3 "the consoles:, chocking and ursuit o detail." .aid they were r presented on the 
spot. 

Straw uon ho lias, tfefe^tli pretense that tliero was "concern about the Froiddont's 
visit because Dallas was a racist city." llo ouch tiling, as ho Imew and knows. x t was the 
extremists partly iv ported by him only ;oid tint nine years lator. They did plan a rucicua, 
it was known t, the police, who had infiltrated, there were arrests. In fact, tiiore were 
demonstrations, too. doucora was over the attack on iidlni iltuvonson, not nxiz 
uualle(^ed "racism". 

It i» th traditional role of th*. pros, tint it be watchdog over, not apologist 
xor the . ovonuicnt. f is shonls np ly to Johnson . x*d tlio wire sorvlua as well as papers, 
taa l ^:dnaa an . tlio electronic media. Johnson becomes apologist fox* the government ibn his 
facile ontl untrue attempt to protend that without forci<pi correspondunte present tliero 
wool-. not 1 l;Vo bo at the bt lief there had be- a a conspiracy, wliich he melds with another 
and I think it not unidnei or .uifair to day unacrupulous attack on Uhl. That graph reuass 
T.'iorts wore otter nuiora tliftt flourisliod after the ao.asiiinntion, mainly tiiat tliero 
was more than one g un m an . From our javontimtions at the time, wo concluded tliut many 
of these rumors were started by foreign reporters unable to believe that aa auouaoi-.ution 
could result fror. anything other than a politi .al plot in the duronenn tradition ... contxlbutii 
factor .qq'-fc: liavo been a Uhl report tiiat ' thruo giuisliots of fire, appax*catly froa aut;,. .>,tic 
weapons, ..ere heard ' . " 

There in one tiling completely professional about this graphs its dirtiness. I lmve 
ad -d enpliaaia to illistrate what should have been obvious to ulioover edited tin f? cheap 
oug for A!’ - of the kind th t should tom off its younger staffers. 

They were not "rumors", they uero reports, aa legitimate as antyliigg in the everyday 
j-iio of every r -porter. Ttey didn't "floriali" one tlioy were not "after the ao..asfiiuation". 
They wore i.. c-dinuo, numerous an completely validated by tlio bocrot borvicu and the . Jl, 
uo th. files of tte Warren Uouriaaion prove without possibility of doubt* That the -oirdoaion 

chose to ignore its o n evidence is a other nattor, but tliia its oviuunce. 

Tlui kind of "investigation" ah Dallas conducted is in part illuminated by Jolutaon's 
con t i n u in ., * i t iioranco about the number or pictures of which ho brags, xalieu oy liis own rum. 

Had W ounson or atiyouc else ad ever iuvoatigatou one of tiieoo pictures alone, they have 
found r.-anon to .-onder if Oswald wan, in fact, at the sixth-floor window an., witnesses who 
to,d tic fill lu) was not. ha witness over plucod him thore, 00 tliero is at least reasonable 

doubt if one in not an official apologist protending to bo a dispassionate reporter. 

ilost of tlio eyewitnesses said shots cone fro ti other tiun tlio sixth-floor window. 

-1 ayowntrn.osos arc not to be bcln..vod, th-u thorn ia no juntraiy version, cither. There 
were wituoGscn wlio said tlioy sau Tta r crWraX the fatal shot strike from the front, tlio more 
reasonable of the possible interpretations of tile existing "unprof eauiunal" film that _a 
in tli official evidence. It ia not a "rumor" tluit allots cuno frou tlio front, it in an 
ol-i.cial rumor tiiat. they did iiot. l.om tlian enough. cyowitneeoee say one 01* more diu. Tho 
official investigation was deficient in not addroouing tlds uni! suppressing tho ovidenco 
coutxsiry tlio oflicx.nl preconception. Jolinonn ct al could not liavo conducted any 
Invention tion"witliout finding quite a few such witnesses. 

"foreign r-.p rptern" did not and could not have "started" th.so "rumora". It ia 
a deliberate and gross defamation to say or infer it. The Secret Uorvice itself auld tho 
atvzo tiling, and tliia included the "automatic weapons". Tho inventory of local TV footage 
that is in tin.- Con ission's files, prepared by the bocrot bcrvico itself, contains tils. 

'-’lie vary report with which tho Zaprudor film war sunt to Washington the night of th. Qu . nssi- 
nation quotes Zaprudor, who was standing right then;, as soying tlio slioc fr0l4 tlu: west , 
not the :ust. ito,?irdles 8 of whore it or any allots did or did not couo from, tliia is vilo 
writing - anil a sltnoful utcack on our foroitpi bn.thx'on,. 

it i coi.pund; : by the provincialism tiiat intends this in not a country of vioiunco 
but buiei«an ones uro. ^oliti<na aaeassination arc aim have been aor. com on lioro tiu-M 
».»ero ox in any other pr>. tcndedly civilised nation. The more, j'x-i 'mculnr oilcm oi .mbsooucat 
yoijrs aowu to invo goiio uimotad by Joiiaaon. 

Tic Uar.-cn Wouiisaion says there voto tliroc shots, lest :wopla any more, bo ..lion, ia 
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orl at fault in reporting tlx absolute m i n imum number of ahota, idea tical with tho number 
firod upon by tho '..'arren Ooads.don? yerbapa Johnson has suited upon tho word "gunbursts" 
instead of "gunshots". he is ooreful to quote incoupiotoly, not giving tlx source, if lifl 
oitoi one, Jup.jooe tliat source was the^beoret Service , w!d.cli could liavo odd it uuu did 
use tho description "automatic weapons", as uid virtu.-0.iy all experienced huntors at the 
sconeY ould thin, then, be a legitimate criticiciu of UPI? 

• wui if it were an xzda unfortunate accident a,.ributnblo to haste ana oration, how is 
it worse that Johnson's personal journalistic failing of which ho boats so ovoracnningly, 
his personal misrepresentation of shut .-ltgona really saw. All Johnson out in his bulletin 
vaa that "greddoat Ue.mody wao shot". ills mature journalistic judgeaaut ;ave uucii nor© 
space to **rs. A.v;nnedy*aalleg 0 d notions ULnaocujw.telv desoribod by “ohnesan ond 

tluit magnificent tribute to perceptive journalism, her alleged ern^rirr exclamation, "Oh, no! " 

lie -a wo have it all put together, that H 0h, no!" as port of so truly oanoatoonal 
a bulletin of two and a half do ;; cn words only, flint is the world-sl inter or this perfection 
in iioiirnallonu 

hot what altgcoB saw and reported adng, the horrifying 3pmy of the Pcrsidont's 
brains in all directions and over a considerable area. 

fhe frosid- at was only "oliot"' whon an AP nan saw his brains <n:plo o so aiekendingly? 
iind Ui'i, nut urally, is criticised and ridiculed for saying at th:: uane instant nor. tlmn 
it ban already said, "Kennedy seriously perhape fatally" wounded? 

If Johnson was thon "Too Busy for A 'oara", it is not too lute now! 

J-t is fitting to weep over such reporting of one of tl® great stories of all 
tine. It is more fitting to weep over it now that to gloat about incompetence palmed 
ofi 03 superior performance. 

■i-t i3 disgraceful than nine years a ter tlv fact, without tlx vurrr^v grossest 
incoupotoncu proven witliout doubt, that any reporter who liven through that tragedy 
would crlt ioiso another, UPI or unnamed "forei.pi" . 

fhe whul bit i. fcfaLggylgJ ?gat Ai> published it uncritically is another disgrace. 
Johnson imo r> aclied tiie j^er-irinciple position in the ,h ; 'c liiorarchy, general 
sports editor, 'fills is not deprecation of eportswriters, who also o-.rve an., have th.ir 
o .n re poctod and rospectablo rolos in our craft. One would tiri id- that come here in all 
oi’ Ar* there waa a pro sportswriter wlio could liavo filled thi 3 clot. If this is a couple 
of Johnson's "profes. ionalien" , there is a reasonable inference that ho crawled to “a., 

York and liia present manage rial post. 

^either his Balias perfoiuanco nor tide dospicablo a .tack on cveryffioit^^re not 
•iP zffiaRSa an unuisguiaed apology for officialdom) justify Ids. promotion. 

And if Af had liad i a leas prejudiced viow of electronic reporting and tho shore of 
the news audience it colx anils tbun Johnson reflects, it ouL: have lost fewer accounto 
to UI’I. 

Sincerely, 



• uft , 1 ’ vu be- n interrupted a half-uoson times i n the nor.- tlmn 24 hours it .ias taken 
me to type tide. X iiopc you can underatanu from it tliat x haven't i.ow tine to read «»yi 
correct it without delaying it longer. I hold a carbon. Bo what you will or aid; aa to ;o 
whatever you'd like -x to. 



U:o oJ -‘ i;il things x’vc line to keep an oyo on ia tte batorgnto Uhitowaalu I seek no 
attention oji it. dowev.., some- time ago Bill .dek (?) of idi’K (vfr x'udfica -x-nd UQ to 
do so. .u -iaaig on ic by phone, I ^iid. I regres I foi_owod ii_ ecdutely after Paul lirascner and 
»lae oi-usael, ulioao words 1 Jidn t hear, •‘•'liiu i-ipocod serious restraints upon mu because x 
bad to be careful not to up .•cur" to attack or ori ticiao cither. x liavo reau lior (first?) 
-‘•o.dia. jii-co and xt is iurout. I kno-- tliut ^aosener wrote time '"oiJicon serewod Jl’k in the 

ou s -' plane, a gruesome joke tluit souu people actuuli ' believed* is dedicated 
and serious, bu that doosn t keep her fro jumping to concluaiono olio than believes to i.w 



prosuntc us ducts. ^myClay, if you know nulik an,> ho wants to go fi 
to. late at uight, -’n Willitc# 4 have no apodal interest in it. hut 



further, if it _u .uot 
liavo anu !mvo read 



the indictaent anu that can be a rc.;oonslbla show, ikistily, idth oeat regards. 



